KCRW-FM Santa Monica

Programs & Issues for the second quarter of 2015 Apr-May-Jun
It has been determined that the following subjects are of concern to the community and have been considered and addressed substantially by elected officials, community leaders, expert witnesses and the general public, during the regular Santa Monica City Council meetings, which are broadcast live on Tuesdays, beginning at 8:00pm.  Broadcasts last until 12:00am unless council adjourns before that time.
1.    Refuse and recycling


2.
Business development


3.
Traffic and Transportation


4.
Parks and recreation


5.
Housing and homelessness


6.
Collaborative economy 


7.
Veterans services


8.
Labor


9.
Schools and education
10.    Police and public safety
Santa Monica City Council meetings were broadcast on the following dates:

April 14, 2015
April 28, 2015

May 5, 2015

May 12, 2015

May 26, 2015

June 9, 2015

June 23, 2015
Additionally, the following programs were produced and broadcast in the public interest:
KCRW PROGRAMS/ISSUES LIST – 2nd QUARTER 2015 APR – MAY - JUN
Which Way LA? KCRW’s ongoing series on the issues that Southern Californians care about, hosted by Warren Olney, airs Monday through Thursday, from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

ISSUE

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM


DATE/TIME
DURATION

DROUGHT AND CONSERVATION
Water restrictions announced today by Governor Brown are already taking heat. We talk to the head of his Water Resources Control Board.

Aired Wednesday, Apr. 1, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

LABOR
Los Angeles County’s Board of Supervisors has joined the Los Angeles City Council in a vote to consider raising the minimum wage. Is America’s largest local government moving in a different direction?  
Aired Thursday, Apr. 2, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

DROUGHT AND CONSERVATION
Climate change and a shortage of water will change California in many ways, including the way it looks. Now that Governor Brown has ordered 25% cutbacks in urban areas, one imminent casualty is the green grassy lawn.
Aired Monday, Apr. 6, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HEALTH AND PATIENT RIGHTS
The Disneyland measles epidemic was fueled by a low rate of vaccinations.  Now California legislators want to ban exemptions except for medical reasons.  The first vote is scheduled tomorrow.
Aired Tuesday, Apr. 7, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HOUSING 
At Los Angeles City Hall coalitions of homeowners are lobbying for and against the vastly successful startup Airbnb. Both sides want legal protection, but out-of-date city ordinances have politicians caught in the middle.  
Aired Wednesday, Apr. 8, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

PUBLIC SAFETY AND COMMUNICATIONS
In a major disaster, responders in different cities should be able to talk to each other, but the federal government has suspended funding for a single communications system over claims that giant cell phone towers will increase cancer risk in neighborhoods.  
Aired Thursday, Apr. 9, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION
In California more than four million drivers’ licenses have been suspended after traffic fines people couldn’t afford were increased by escalating fees and penalties. We hear about ways to prevent what civil rights groups call modern-day debtors’ prisons.
Aired Monday, Apr. 13, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

DROUGHT AND CONSERVATION
The Metropolitan Water District, which supplies about half Southern California's water, has announced a 15% reduction, promising "stiff surcharges" on cities or agencies that go over their limits. We talk to the General Manager about what that could mean. 
Aired Tuesday, Apr. 14, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

COMMUNICATION
California's Public Utilities Commission says it has the authority to block a $45 billion telecom merger. Why should customers in Southern California care? Would it weaken their signals if the PUC killed the merger here but federal regulators approved?

Aired Wednesday, Apr. 15, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

WATER AND CONSERVATION
When you drain your bathtub or finish washing your clothes, the water goes down the drain and out to the ocean. It might as well water your garden. Instead, you irrigate with water you could use for drinking or cooking, a wasteful alternative in drought. 
Aired Thursday, Apr. 16, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

CULTURAL ARTS
LA County's Museum of Art celebrated its 50th year on Saturday night.  We talk with Director Michael Govan about changes he's made and his vision of LACMA's future, including a controversial new building -- no longer being called, "The Blob." 
Aired Monday, Apr. 20, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

WATER AND CONSERVATION
It’s been less than a month since Governor Brown imposed a 25% mandatory reduction in California’s urban water use. Yesterday, a court ruling raised questions about the most effective means of enforcing conservation: tiered water pricing.  
Aired Tuesday, Apr. 21, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND PARENTAL RIGHTS 
State Senate Bill 277 would force parents who oppose mandatory vaccinations to home-school their children. Opponents packed a State Capitol hearing room for the second time in a week. We hear how amendments were passed.

Aired Wednesday, Apr. 22, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

LABOR AND CULTURAL ARTS
The National Council of Actors' Equity has overruled a vote by its own union members in Los Angeles. Most theaters with less than 100 seats will have to pay $9 an hour—even if the actors themselves want to volunteer. Will it mean fewer productions? 
Aired Thursday, Apr. 23, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
The concrete flood-control ditch LA River is home to "some of the worst environmental conditions in California, say an influential business group supported by Mayor Garcetti. The damage could be reversed, the group says, and replaced by new housing. 
Aired Monday, Apr. 27, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY
The LAPD has taken another step toward being the nation’s largest law enforcement agency to put body cameras on officers, as the Police Commission says they’ll provide clarity in controversial incidents and greater accountability. 

Aired Tuesday, Apr. 28, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

ENVIRONMENT
Governor Brown visits Los Angeles with tough new targets for reducing greenhouse emissions. We get the story behind the numbers.
Aired Wednesday, Apr. 29, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY
The LAPD is close to placing body cams on all officers, but the vast majority of videos won't be made public, so civil rights groups have launched a new smart phone app for users to simultaneously upload cell phone videos of police stops they observe.

Aired Thursday, Apr. 30, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY

Tesla has a big new battery that costs $3500 and up. Powerwall would allow consumers to buy off-peak low cost electricity and store it for peak price hours, and each battery stores up to ten hours of energy for a typical home. 
Aired Monday, May 4, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

DEVELOPMENT

LA Mayor Eric Garcetti has been trying to raise height limits and increase density in Hollywood since he was the city councilman there. But last week, a local judge put the lid on the $1 billion Millennium Hollywood project, which would feature towers 35 and 39 stories high.
Aired Tuesday, May 5, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

ENERGY
Recently, an audit revealed uncontrolled spending of ratepayers’ money by two mysterious “institutes” run jointly by the DWP and its major union. Now, it turns out the “institutes” will be paid millions more. 
Aired Wednesday, May 6, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION

Drivers for Uber, Lyft and other ride-sharing companies are picking up passengers all over LA, but they're not allowed at the region's major traffic hub, Los Angeles International Airport. Mayor Garcetti says they should be able to operate there, too, But traditional taxis are already hurting.
Aired Thursday, May 7, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE, PUBLIC SAFETY AND PUBLIC HEALTH

The police killing of an unarmed, homeless man has dramatized changes in Venice — once the home of "shabby chic," now rapidly gentrifying like the rest of the Westside. City officials are faced with contradictory complaints: with some residents angry that there aren't enough police and others saying they're too many. We hear local voices, including Councilman Mike Bonin.
Aired Monday, May 11, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Orange County Judge Marc Kelly sparked national outrage when he ruled that the 25-year mandatory minimum sentence for a convicted child molester was "cruel and unusual punishment." Some voters want him recalled, and politicians have told him to resign.  
Aired Tuesday, May 12, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

Homelessness in LA County has increased by 12% in the past two years, to 44,000.  Official blame goes to slow economic recovery, but people who work with the homeless say public agencies aren’t doing their jobs or spending enough in the right ways.
Aired Wednesday, May 13, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Paul Tanaka — former Undersheriff and current Mayor of Gardena — has been arrested and charged with conspiracy and obstruction of justice. The federal indictment against Tanaka and former Captain "Tom" Carey describes "a culture generally reserved for a Hollywood script." 
Aired Thursday, May 14, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

LABOR

The City Council voted to increase LA's minimum wage in stages, to $15 an hour by 2020. It's part of a major sea change in local politics, with a victory for organized labor that may be a preview of things to come. 
Aired Tuesday, May 19, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY

It’s been almost 50 years since a drilling rig blew out in the Santa Barbara channel, helping to start the environmental movement.  21,000 gallons is enough to kill wildlife and foul beaches, starting at Refugio and El Capitan.  We’ll hear from the scene of yesterday’s oil pipeline rupture.  
Aired Wednesday, May 20, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HEALTH, PUBLIC SAFETY AND TECHNOLOGY

Wearable devices are big business — sold as a way to develop healthier habits. But critics say the urge for self-awareness can make users slaves to technology — and that sharing intimate personal information can make them vulnerable to exploitation. 
Aired Monday, May 25, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HEALTHCARE AND PATIENT RIGHTS

A "right to die" bill is stalled in the California Senate that would permit doctors to give lethal doses of drugs to terminally ill patients (with less than six months left to live, to help them die quickly and painlessly).  Polls show a majority of Californians favor "death with dignity.”
Aired Tuesday, May 26, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

ENERGY

In the next five years Los Angeles will have to start repairing its crumbling infrastructure by raising utility rates. The DWP has a history of reckless spending and customer billing scandals. So can ratepayers trust it to do the billion-dollar-plus job? 
Aired Wednesday, May 27, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

LABOR
LA labor unions are dialing back their position on the minimum wage. After campaigning for an increase for months, they're now pushing for a last-minute exemption for businesses with unionized workers. Why the switch? Could this new request derail wage reform in LA? 
Aired Thursday, May 28, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION

When a motorcycle roars up between you and another car, it's called "lane splitting." In California, it's not mentioned in the vehicle code, but we’re close to becoming the first state to make it legal. Driver and biker ideas differ about what should be allowed and prohibited. 
Aired Monday, June 1, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

VOTERS RIGHTS

In 1964, the US Supreme Court’s "one person, one vote" ruling gave new political power to minorities and young people in urban centers. Now the Court may decide that a "person" should be defined as an "eligible voter," and that could turn the tables again.
Aired Tuesday, June 2, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

VETERANS AND HOMELESSNESS

Mayor Garcetti and the Veterans' Administration have promised that LA's 2700 homeless veterans can all be housed by the end of this year, even though they won't have final plans in place for another two weeks. We talk with VA Secretary Robert McDonald.
Aired Wednesday, June 3, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HEALTHCARE AND PATIENT RIGHTS

The State Senate has passed a measure much like a law in Oregon. It would allow people expected to die in six months or less to hasten the process with prescriptions ordered by doctors. The California Medical Association is the first in the nation to drop its opposition. 
Aired Monday, June 8, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

TRANSPORTATION

For the first time in two years, opponents of California’s bullet-train plan got a chance to unload their grievances about routes they claim will disrupt their communities in Southern California.  They’re growing in numbers — and in momentum.  
Aired Tuesday, June 9, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

LA's civilian police commission has overruled LAPD Chief Charlie Beck and its own Inspector General, finding one officer was wrong to pull the trigger in the shooting death of Ezell Ford 10 months ago. Despite the rebuke, any discipline is now up to Chief Beck. Will the DA file criminal charges? Also, will LA County have enough prisoners to invest $2 billion in a new jail?
Aired Wednesday, June 10, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

LABOR

On Saturday, Mayor Garcetti plans to sign a measure the City Council passed almost unanimously, making Los Angeles America’s biggest city to raise the minimum wage.  Starting at $9 an hour, it will rise to $15 by the year 2020. Predictions of what will happen next are opposed diametrically.
Aired Thursday, June 11, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

STATE BUDGET

If state legislators don't pass a budget by midnight tonight, they won't be paid until they get it done. Democrats who control both houses are ready, but Governor Brown insists there won't be enough revenue to cover their spending plans. 
Aired Monday, June 15, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HOUSING

Yesterday, the State Supreme Court called California's affordable housing shortage a crisis "of epic proportions." At the same time, a state law allows landlords to evict long-term tenants when changes are made in rent-controlled living accommodations. 
Aired Tuesday, June 16, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS

LA's homeless population is on the increase, and complaints about unsafe and unsightly homeless encampments are increasing, too. Now the City Council is making it easier to break up those encampments and making it harder for people to keep track of possessions. 
Aired Wednesday, June 17, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Since the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Americans have engaged in a national conversation about race and policing. Now, that conversation is expanding. Last week’s massacre in Charleston has exposed racial wounds deeper than police abuse. 
Aired Tuesday, June 23, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

EDUCATION AND LABOR

Rafe Esquith has been called "the most famous teacher in the world." Why has LA Unified pulled him out of the classroom? Esquith says he made a joke that was misunderstood, but the District will only say there are "more serious issues." 
Aired Wednesday, June 24, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

HEALTHCARE, PATIENT RIGHTS AND PUBLIC SAFETY 



The State Legislature took one more step today toward requiring that all children be vaccinated before they enter kindergarten. The Assembly joined the Senate in approving a measure that would deny moral, personal or religious exemptions. 
Aired Thursday, June 25, 2015 7 p.m. 1 hr.

